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About the My Mountain Folks Project
The My Mountain Folks Project is a combination of materials, all connected to the study of
the people and place where | was raised — Bryson City and Swain County, North Carolina. The
project goal is to assemble and make accessible for others, the considerable inventory of
photographs of the area by others and myself, a broad array of other materials collected from
multiple sources as well as articles, annotated maps and images of my own making.

I’'m being helped by an amazing fellow who | met during years at Oak Ridge, Stan Bunch.
I've not found anything yet that he can’t do with his hands or his mind. Stan set up the web
interface and internal linking. If you find any problems, they’re likely of my, not Stan’s, making.

Some of the material being assembled is available elsewhere on-line; some is available in
professionally managed archives (university collections, National and State Archives, for
example), but not currently available in electronic form. A principal purpose of this project is to
make all available in a single, interactive location.

One element of the project which is largely functional at this point is a map-based interface
between property tracts which were acquired by the North Carolina Park Commission (NCPC) in
the late 1920s and 1930s and by Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) in the 1940s as a part of its
Fontana Project. These tracts collectively make up the Swain County portion of the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park. The property tracts are overlaid onto modern USGS
quadrangle maps. Each tract is labeled by the tract ID assigned by the NCPC or TVA. The
tract ID label provides a link to the tract record page, which includes a list of owners, links to a
copy of the deed, tract size and price, and maps created by the purchasing agency. Basic
personal information about the vast majority of the individuals, in the form of birth and death
dates as well as first and second order familial relations to other owners is provided. A few
additions to this part of the overall project will be forthcoming, but it is largely finished.

Other aspects of the project, including addition of annotated photographs and images,
articles prepared by myself and others, and a variety of background data will be ongoing for the
foreseeable future. There is a great deal of overall structural organization needed as well.

Arrangements are being made for the project to outlive me and be made available in a
managed environment. My hope is that it will, in decades after I'm gone, a regional collection
with many contributors and my part just a beginning.

| welcome questions and plead for others to add to this attempt to document the stories of
this special place and her peoples — all of it:

- the good of which there is much,
- the bad of which there is certainly some,
- and yes, there is a wee bit which fits the category of the ugly.

You can contact me by e-mail HERE

Don Casada
May 30, 2023
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